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The Florence-Lauderdale Public Library invites you to be a rebel this spring 

with The Big Read, as adults and children across the state all read the Mark 

Twain classic The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Public libraries throughout Ala-

bama are joining forces to remind people of the joy and excitement that comes 

only from losing yourself in a good book. 

  

In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, young Tom goes against the conventions 

and restrictions of an often closed-minded society.  He plays hooky, sneaks into 

caves, and crashes his own funeral . . . but with a sharp mind and mischievous 

nature,  he always stays one step ahead of everyone around 

him.    

  

You can be a rebel like Tom, simply by picking up a book.    A 

2004 study by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

found that fewer and fewer people are reading for leisure, and that this decline is accelerating, 

especially among the young. Thatôs where The Big Read comes in.  Created by the NEA, The 

Big Read is designed to reverse this trend and return reading to the  

center of American culture.   

  

Together, we can start a reading revolution in the Shoals.  Pick up a copy of The Adventures 

of Tom Sawyer, available for check out or purchase at the library, and attend some of the pro-

grams at the library.  

 

 

The Big Read:  

Alabama Reads The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

See inside for a schedule of 

events. 

The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services and Arts Midwest. 

 

Local funding had been provided by the Friends of the Florence-Lauderdale Public Library.  This project 

has also been made possible in part by grants or partnerships from the following organizations:  the Ala-

bama State Council on the Arts, the University of North Alabama, Florence High School, Florence/

Lauderdale Tourism, Tennessee Valley Art Association , and Lowe's. 



Big Read Events at FLPL 
 
Big Read Kickoff 

Saturday, March 20, 2:00 pm 
Itôs a party at the library!  Our kickoff event will include fence-painting and a boat race for kids, live music by 

Dillon Hodges, and refreshments.  Kids can come dressed as Tom and Becky to win a prize for best costume, 

and they are invited to float home-made rafts in the fountain at Wilson Park.  Parental supervision is required, 

and boat-making instructions will be available in advance at the Youth Services Desk. 

 

The Book Bunch 

Tuesday, March 23, 5:00 pm  
Mrs. Jessica will lead students in a book discussion of the Great Illustrated Classics edition of The Adventures 

of Tom Sawyer.  The Book Bunch is for students second grade and up. 

 

Walk Through the Past: Florence City Cemetery Tour 

Saturday, March 27, 10:00 am-11:30 am 

(Meet at the back entrance of the Florence City Cemetery at 9:45 am) 
Tom and Huck allowed superstition to rule their beliefs about their local graveyard, but librarians like to dig a  

little deeper.  Join Lee Freeman, head of FLPLôs Local History/Genealogy Department, as we stroll through 

the historic Florence City Cemetery, learning about important local historical figures from Mark Twain's era.  

The tour will focus on the lives and legends of those buried at the cemetery. 

 

Tour the Tennessee with Tom: Pickwick Belle Cruise 

Sunday, March 28, 2:00 pm 
Take a cruise on the Tennessee to relive Mark Twainôs river experiences and celebrate the importance of the 

river in our own community.  Enjoy a leisurely afternoon on the river and take pictures with Tom Sawyer, all 

at a discounted rate of only $7 per ticket!  Tickets will be available at the library and the Florence/Lauderdale 

Tourism office. 

 

Aunt Pollyôs Antiques & Appraisal Fair 

Saturday, April 10, 10am ï 4pm  
Have you been wondering what some of your family heirlooms are worth?  Bring them to the library to have 

them appraised by local antiques experts.  The appraisal fee will be $5 per item, with a limit of three items per 

participant.  The exact antique categories included in this event will be available before the program. 

 

ñWhere in the World is Tom Sawyer?: A Look at the Geographical 

and Historical Aspects of the Novelò by Dr. Larry Adams  

Saturday, April 17, 2:00 pm  
 Dr. Larry Adams will give a lecture and lead a discussion about the autobiographi-

cal elements of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, highlighting the parallels between 

the book and Mark Twainôs life.   Dr. Adams specializes in Literary Critical Theory 

and Rhetoric & Language, and is Associate Professor of English at the University 

of North Alabama.. 

 

 



 

 

Family Story Time: Picnic Night 

Thursday, April 22, 5:00 pm  
Bring your family to the Youth Services Department for stories, games, and an old-fashioned picnic at 

the library!  Family Story Time is a monthly program for families of preschoolers. 

 

Mark Twainôs America, performed by Will Stutts 

Friday, April 23, 7:00 pm 

Norton Auditorium  
Actor Will Stutts will perform his acclaimed one-person play, sharing the 

unique personality and talent of Mark Twain.  Stutts has performed scores 

of roles, worked as a director at most of America's major regional thea-

tres, and acted on Broadway.  He has been performing Mark Twainôs 

America since 1968, before audiences totaling well over one million.  

This free event is part of the University of North Alabamaôs Distin-

guished Events Series, and has been made possible by grants from the 

Alabama State Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the 

Arts. 

 

 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Ritz Theatre 

 
 

 

 

 

Youôve read the bookðnow see it come to life with this production of Mark Twainôs classic tale!  A 

curtain lecture by Dr. Bill Foster will precede each performance, and Will Stutts will greet audiences in 

character as Mark Twain.  Advanced tickets will cost $10 for adults and $8 for students.  Tickets pur-

chased at the door will cost $12 for adults and $9 for students. 
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Get your special Alabama Reads 

edition of  

The Adventure of Tom Sawyer  

at the Circulation Desk! 

Hardcover: $9 

Paperback: $7 

April 29, 30, May 1 

    Curtain Talk - 6:30 pm 

    Performance - 7:35 pm 

May 2 

    Curtain talk - 2:00 pm 

    Performance - 3:00 pm 



MEMORIALS  

 

Don Turner  
   Cecil Mitchell 

   John and Myra Finch 

   Hank and Ilene Niedergeses 

   William and Carolyn Lawson 

   Red and Barbara Cook 

   Marjorie Clarke 

   Ruth Ingle, Bobby & Judy   

      Ledbetter 

   April and Leslie 

   Shirley Self 

 

Donald Holt 

   Sam, Jr. and Martha Esslinger 

   Jack and Nancy Opler 

Donald Holt, cont.  

   Jerry and Ann Mitchell 

   Andrew and Jill Schlosser 

 

Andrea McGuire Traywick  
   Mr. and Mrs. Billy Warren 

 

James Huston "Bill" Parsons  
   Glen and Betty Wyatt 

 

Lois Bevis Gobbell  

   Neighbors in Walnut St. Historic 

District 

 

Mary Virginia McCarley  
   Cliff and Amy Darby 

 

Norma Lawler Phillips  
   Edsel and Inez Holden 

 

Orlan Irons  

   Dorothy McDonald 

 

Ret. Col. Jones Raymond Graham  
   Larry and Nancy Belue 

 

HONORARIUMS  

 

Ms. Dee Patterson  
   Fidelis Zeta Chapter of ADK 

 

OTHER DONATIONS  

 

Dorothy McDonald 

Memorials, Honorariums, and Donations 

Neil White, Author of In the Sanctuary of Outcasts,  

to visit FLPL 

Thursday, March 11 

Book Signing & Reception: 5:00-6:00 pm 

Reading / Q&A: 6:00-7:00 pm 

 
Neil White, a journalist and magazine publisher, wanted the best for those he lovedðnice cars, beautiful 

homes, luxurious clothes. He loaned money to family and friends, gave generously to his church, and in-

vested in his communityðbut his bank account couldn't keep up. Soon White began moving money from 

one account to another to avoid bouncing checks. His world fell apart when the FBI discovered his scheme 

and a judge sentenced him to serve eighteen months in a federal prison. 

 

But it was no ordinary prison. The beautiful, isolated colony in Carville, Louisiana, was also home to the last 

people in the continental United States disfigured by leprosy. Hidden away for decades, this small circle of 

outcasts had forged a tenacious, clandestine community, a fortress to repel the cruelty of the outside world. It 

is here, in a place rich with history, where the Mississippi River briefly runs north, amid an unlikely mix of 

leprosy patients, nuns, and criminals, that White's strange and compelling journey begins. He finds a new 

best friend in Ella Bounds, an eighty-year-old African American double amputee who had contracted leprosy 

as a child. She and the other secret people, along with a wacky troop of inmates, help White rediscover the 

value of simplicity, friendship, and gratitude. 

 

Funny and poignant, In the Sanctuary of Outcasts is an uplifting memoir that reminds us all what matters 

most.  

 

Stop by FLPL for this special program, featuring Neil White and the book that John Grisham has called ña 

remarkable story.ò 


