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The Journey of the Nightisans by Rebecca Linam 

Sunday, February 7, 2:00 pm 

Rebecca Linam will visit FLPL to talk about her book The Journey of the Nightisans, a twist on 

the traditional save-the world quest.  The book pokes fun at traditional fantasy elements and 

spoofs role playing video games.  The "leader" is not the hero and the magician in the story is 

allergic to magic.  The book is targeted to teens and adults, or for families to read together.   

Rebecca Linam lives in Muscle  Shoals, Alabama.  She graduated from the University of North 

Alabama with a bachelor's degree in Secondary Education and from the University of Alabama with a master's 

degree in German.   

 

Free Counseling: How to Problem Solve in Daily Life by C.C. Shaw 

Tuesday, February 23, Signing: 5:30 pm, Presentation 6:00 pm 

As a licensed, professional counselor, C.C. Shaw acknowledges that life brings problems but 

not necessarily solutions.  By offering the steps to solving these minor or major struggles and 

sharing the successful approaches used in her own counseling sessions, Shaw demonstrates with 

humor and blunt instruction how making practical and insightful decisions can help you find 

your footing again, regardless of what situation you are faced with overcoming. Shaw received 

a masterôs degree in Counseling from UNA and has worked as a psychotherapist in the Shoals 

area for over 17 years. 

 

Kermit Culture: Critical Perspectives on Jim Henson's Muppets, 

 Edited by Jennifer C. Garlen and Anissa M. Graham  

Saturday, February 27, 2:00 pm 

Kermit, Miss Piggy, and the rest of Jim Hensonôs Muppets are classic characters loved by 

children and adults around the world.  The Muppet Show transformed seemingly simple char-

acters into complex and sophisticated cultural icons.  Scholars Jennifer C. Garlen, a lecturer in 

English at the University of Alabama-Huntsville, and Anissa M. Graham, an English instruc-

tor at the University of North Alabama, have edited a collection of critical essays on the Mup-

pets.  They will visit the library to discuss the role of the Muppets in American culture, as well as the growing 

field of pop culture studies, which is increasingly proving that the movies and television shows we love are 

much more than simple entertainment. 

February Book Signings  
Whether youôre interested in fantasy, self-help, or pop culture, stop by FLPL to meet authors, hear 

presentations, and have books signed.  Below are the books talks/signings at the library this month: 



Attention  

Veterans  

 

The Florence-Lauderdale  

Public Library  

is collecting war stories for its  

Digital Archive.  

We want your stories!  

 

Please call  

256-764-6564, extension 22  

for more information and  

to schedule an interview.  

Computer Classes 
 

FLPL offers several options for people who are interested in improving their computer skills.  

To sign up for either of these programs, contact Abby at 764-6564, ext. 27, or email 

classes@flpl.org. 
 

Computer Classes: The library is currently offering ongoing computer classes that 

cover a wide range of topics for computer users of various skill levels.  The next round 

of courses begin February 9 and will take place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  They 

will cover computer and internet fundamentals, with sessions focusing on computer 

basics, navigating the internet, using email, and searching through Google. 

 

Generations on Line: Florence-Lauderdale Public Library, in partner-

ship with the Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments, offers 

the Generations on Line program to senior citizens who have no com-

puter experience.  Through one-on-one, self-paced learning sessions, 

seniors will understand computer basics for email and internet search-

ing.  Likewise, the programôs large-print text, recognizable images, and 

step-by-step instructions make the learning process easy and fun!  This 

program is made possible by Senior Service America, Inc. and the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) SSAI Digital Inclu-

sion Community Service Initiative.  

Alabama Author Irene Latham to 

Speak to Kids, Families 

Thursday, February 4, 5:00 pm 
 

Bring your family to the library 

to meet Alabama author Irene 

Latham, who will talk about her 

debut novel Leaving Geeôs Bend.  

The book tells the story of a 

young African American girl in 

1930s rural Alabama.  Ludelphia 

Bennett may be blind in one eye, 

but she can still put in a good 

stitch. Ludelphia sews all the time, especially 

when things go wrong.  But when Mama goes into 

labor early and gets deathly ill, it seems like even 

quilting wonôt help. Thatôs when 

Ludelphia decides to do something 

drasticðleave Geeôs Bend for the 

very first time. 

This program will take place in the 

libraryôs Conference Room.  

Books will be on sale for $15.00 at 

the event.   



Big Read Kickoff: Visit the library on March 20 to kick off The Big Read!  The event will include fence-

painting for kids, live music by Dillon Hodges, and more! 
 

The Book Bunch:  Ms. Jessica will lead students in a book discussion of the Great Illustrated Classics edition 

of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  The Book Bunch is targeted at students second grade and up. 
 

Cemetery Tour: Join Lee Freeman, head of the Local History/Genealogy Department, on a stroll through the 

historic Florence City Cemetery.  On this tour, you will learn about important local historical figures from Mark 

Twain's era who are buried there. 
 

Pickwick Belle Cruise:  Take a cruise on the Tennessee to relive Mark Twainôs river experiences and to cele-

brate the importance of the river in our own community.  Enjoy this cruise at a discounted rate!  Tickets will be 

available at the library. 
 

Antiques Appraisal Fair:  Have you been wondering what some of your family heirlooms are worth?  Bring 

them to the library to have them appraised by local antiques experts.  The antique categories to be represented at 

the fair will be announced at a later date. The appraisal fee will be $5 per item, with a limit of three items per 

participant. 
 

Lecture and Book Discussion: Dr. Larry Adams, English Professor at the University of North Alabama, will 

give a lecture and lead a discussion about the autobiographical elements of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 

highlighting the parallels between the book and Mark Twainôs life.    
 

Family Storytime Night:  Bring your family to the Youth Services Department for an old-fashioned picnic at 

the library!  Sponsored by Coffee-ol-ogy. 
 

Mark Twainôs America : Actor Will Stutts will perform his one-person play, sharing the unique personality and 

talent of Mark Twain.  The performance, which will be the closing event of The Big Read, will be on Friday, 

April 23, at 7:00 pm at Norton Auditorium.  This event is also part of the University of North Alabamaôs Distin-

guished Events Series and is made possible through grants from the Alabama State Council on the Arts and the 

National Endowment for the Arts.  

Big Read to Begin March 20 
The Florence-Lauderdale Public Library invites you to be a rebel this spring with The Big 

Read, as adults and children across the state all read the Mark Twain classic The Adventures 

of Tom Sawyer.  Public libraries throughout Alabama are joining forces to remind people of 

the joy and excitement that comes only from losing yourself in a good book. 

 

In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, young Tom goes against the conventions and restrictions of an often closed-

minded society.  He plays hooky, sneaks into caves, and crashes his own funeral . . . but with a 

sharp mind and mischievous nature,  he always stays one step ahead of everyone around him.    

 

You can be a rebel like Tom, simply by picking up a book.    A 2004 study by the National En-

dowment for the Arts (NEA) found that fewer and fewer people are reading for leisure, and that 

this decline is accelerating, especially among the young. Thatôs where The Big Read comes in.  

Created by the NEA in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and Arts 

Midwest, The Big Read is designed to reverse this trend and return reading to the center of 

American culture.   

Together, we can start a reading revolution in the Shoals.  Pick up a copy of The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer, available for check out or purchase at the library, and attend some of these prog- 

rams at the library (a final schedule will be released in March): 



Memorials 

Ms. Nadine P. Sullivan 
   Dr. and Ms. A.M. Christopher 
 

Barbara Broadfoot Wood 
   Neighbors in Walnut Street  

   Historic District 
 

Donald Holt 
   Joan B. Jabker 
 

Ann W. Crews 
    J.F. Crews 
 

Emily Antle  
    Lester and Janie Norvell 
 

John Chiriaco  
   Lorene Graben 

   The Gene Hibbet Family 

   The Jim Parrish Family 
 

Faye Holt 
   Joanna Wallace 
 

Joseph Morley 
   Geraldine F. Striplin 

   Helen and Nolan Richards 

Lewe Frank Sessions, Jr.   

   Bev and Tink Cheney 
 

Fletcher Louis and Nadine P. Sul-

livan   

   Jane J. Pride 
 

Donald Holt   

    Mollie and Pete Smith 

    Lois Frawley 

     Mark and Anita Smith 

     Agnes V. Wiedemeyer 

     Mrs. Karl Tyree, Jr. 
 

Lewe Frank Sessions   
   Emily and NeVille Stewart 
                                                 

Ty Davis 
   Emily and NeVille Stewart 

 

Honorariums  

Wayne Williamsô 63rd Birthday  
   Susan Williams 

 

Donations 

Robert W. Walker 

Karen and Stanley Goldstein 

Dr. Robert E. Koonce, D.M.D. 

M. Buddy and Sheila Johnsey 

Charles and Amy Bone 

W. Foster and Eugenia Eich 

Mary Lou & Edward S. Robbins, III 

Floyd Sherrod 

Bill and Milly Wright 

Mike and Michele Suttle 

John and Reata Bush 

Steve and Susan Tipler 

Barbara T. Browning 

Judy Kaufman 

The Greater Shoals Area Knitting 

Guild 

Alamance Chapter of the DAR 

Dr. Wilford C. Doss, Jr. 

Tom and Jane Frith 

Memorials, Honorariums, and Donations 
Recent donations to the Florence-Lauderdale Public Library,  

including donations to the 2009 Wishing Tree 

CRAVEðTuesday, February 2, 5:00 pm:  Jamie Brooks, a Miss Alabama competitor, will discuss 

strategies for smart decision making.  CRAVE programs are targeted at students aged 11-15.  

 

Valentine Story TimeðSaturday, February 13, 10:30 am: This special story time will feature Miss 

Alabama competitor Jamie Brooks. 

 

Family Story Time NightðThursday, February 18, 5:00 pm:  A celebration to close our Winter 

Reading Program.  Bring your family to the library for a penguin party! 

 

The Book BunchðTuesday, February 23, 5:00 pm: Join us for book discussion and fun as we dis-

cuss Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary.  The Book Bunch is for students second grade and up. 

Youth Services Programs 
Here are a few of the programs that Ms. Jessica has planned for February!   

Visit the Youth Services desk for a full events calendar 


